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SUBJ: CHURCH OFFICIALS ANSWER ATTACKS 

1. SUMMARY. SANTIAGO ARCHDIOCESE ISSUED STATEMENT DEPLORING 
RECENT SHARP PUBLIC CRITICISM OF CARDINAL SILVA HENRIQUEZ AND 
BISHOP FERNANDO ARIZTIA, CATHOLIC REPRESENTATIVE ON INTER- 
DENOMINATIONAL COMMITTEE OF PEACE WHICH HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN 
HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD HERE. MEANWHILE. EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
REPRESENTATIVE ANNOUNCED WITHDRAWAL FROM COMMITTEE. END SUMMARY. 

2. SANTIAGO ARCHDIOCESE STATEMENT, DATED MAY 28 AND PRINTED 

IN SANTIAGO PRESS MAY 29, WAS SIGNED BY AUXILIARY BISHOPS ALVEAR 
(IN CHARGE IN SILVA'S ABSENCE), VALECH, AND HOURTON PLUS ALL 
SIX ARCHDIOCESAN REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS. STATEMENT NOTED CHURCH'S 
RELUCTANCE TO REPLY TO CRITICISM, BUT CLAIMED "BITTER AND 
IMPLACABLE CRITICISM" FORCED HIERARCHY TO RESPOND. WHILE RIGHT 
TO DISSENT IN NON-DOCTRINAL MATTERS IS RECOGNIZED, "ABUSIVE 
AND INSOLENT LANGUAGE AND LACK OF RESPECT FOR THE TRUTH IS 
UNACCEPTABLE." STATEMENT DECRIED "THOSE WHO HAVE EASY ACCESS 
TO THE MEDIA AND WHO CLAIM TO REPRESENT THE OPINION OF THE 
CHURCH" WHEN "VAST MAJORITY OF ACTIVE CATHOLICS CONTINUES 
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3. STATEMENT STRONGLY DEFENDED CARDINAL SILVA (RETURNING TO 
CHILE MAY 30) AND BISHOP FERNANDO ARIZTIA, CATHOLIC REPRESENTA- 
TIVE ON INTERDENOMINATIONAL COMMITTEE OF PEACE, NOTING THAT 
SLANDEROUS ATTACKS ON THEM DID LITTLE TO FURTHER NATIONAL 
RECONCILIATION. STATEMENT CONCLUDED WITH PLEA TO HALT "CAMPAIGN 
OF HATE" AND TO JOIN TOGETHER FOR GOOD OF CHILE. 

4. UNDER FRONT-PAGE HEADLINE "MASSIVE RESIGNATION FROM PEACE 
COMMITTEE", MAY 29, LA SEGUNDA CARRIED TEXT OF LETTER FROM 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH INSTRUCTING ITS MEMBERS TO CEASE 
PARTICIPATION IN COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES. LA SEGUNDA NOTED THAT 
BAPTIST REPRESENTATIVES PREVIOUSLY WITHDREW (SANTIAGO 2956). 

5. WELL-PLACED CHURCH OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFF THAT ARCHDIOCESE 
STATEMENT IS INTENDED AS A DIRECT RESPONSE TO SEVERAL VICIOUS 
ANTI-SILVA LETTERS PRINTED IN AFTERNOON DAILY "LA SEGUNDA" 

AS WELL AS SEGUNDA’S OWN ATTACKS ON ARIZTIA FOR HIS ALLEGED 
ROLE IN MEXICO CITY EXCELSIOR S PUBLICATION OF A DOCUMENT 
FROM HIS COMMITTEE WHICH COMPILED TORTURE ALLEGATIONS 
(SANTIAGO 2712). GRF.MTAT .1ST A-CONTROT I ,EP (I.E. CONSERVATIVE) 
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FEDERATION (FEUC) HAS ALSO ISSUED 
PUBLIC LETTER WHICH WAS SHARPLY CRITICAL OF BISHOPS' 

STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS (SANTIAGO 2212). MOREOVER, GROUP 

OF ELDERLY SANTIAGO PRELATES ADDRESSED LETTER OF FULSOME PRAISE 
TO JUNTA, PUBLISHED IN MAY 30 SANTIAGO PRESS. 

6. COMMENT: EVIDENTLY, WAVES CREATED BY CARDINAL SILVA'S 
REMARKS AND BISHOPS' STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS CONTINUE TO 
RIPPLE THROUGH CHILEAN SOCIETY. GOVERNMENT NO DOUBT APPROVES, 
AND MAY HAVE STIMULATED, EVIDENCE THAT CHURCH HIERARCY SPLIT 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, WHILE CARDINAL'S SUPPORTERS STRESS 
PREPONDERANT CHURCH APPROVAL OF HIS POSITION. SIMILARLY, IN 
REACTING TO LEAK OF COMMITTEE OF PEACE DOCUMENTS ON TORTURE 
TO MEXICAN PRESS, SOME SOURCES WITHIN GOVERNMENT MAY BE HIGH- 
LIGHTING DEFECTION OF PROTESTANT MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE, WHICH 
THEY CERTAINLY REGARD WITH SUSPICION. THUS, RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS 
CONTINUE TO PLAY PROMINENT PART IN THE ONGOING CONTROVERSY 
OVER HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH IS TAKING PLACE, MORE OR LESS COVERTLY, 
WITHIN CHILE. 
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